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SATURDAY, Novemner 24, 1753. 





Gray’s Inn, Nov. 24, 1753. 


—— Quid non mortalia Petiora cogis 
Aurt facra James ? Virc. 
CR PaaS BES ast 


H E Defire of acquiring Money has in all 
> Ages actuated Mankind, and influenced 
oi their Conduét in various Shapes, ever fince 
civil Polity framed different States and 
Republics, and fince Convenience ftamped 
an imaginary value upon yellow Dirt, 
which foon render’d it by general Con- 
GBH fent a ~ Exchange for the ‘reft of 
the Conutatitee of the Earth. By the fame “Means that it be- 
came ufeful in the ordinary Neceffaries of Life, it alfo in 
Proportion adminiftered to the Luxuries and magnificent 
Enjoyments of Society. The Gamefter foon learned to carry 
a thouland Head of Cattle by Proxy to the Dice Room; fo 
many Pieces of Ore became the Reprefentatives of an adequate 
Number of Trees, and Things went on in this Progrefiion, till 
at length a modern Beau could carry as many fparkling Acres 
upon his little Finger, as would have ftrained a heutann hanes 
and HHeéfors of the Days of Homer. This laft Remark I am 
proud to have an Opportunity of making, as the elegant Spe- 
cies, juft mentioned, have for fjome Time nmifuttly been expofe d 
to the Raillery of the Epilogue to the Diftreffed Mother 5 whereas 
by this Account the pretty Fellows of thefe Times have very vi- 
fibly a Superiority over the Prowefs and Vigour of the antient 
Heroes, equal to the Pre-eminence which 1s due to them in Point 
of Delicacy, Kefinement, and every other genteel Accomplith- 
ment. 
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Awx Ambition to amafs Riches is Rage dh very laudable, when 
it does not trangrefs the Bounds which are pri {e cribed by Reafon 
to all our Paffions in the general. WV hil ile it is conduéted with a 
View to a Compet CY, “and the E Njoyment of the Requ ites 
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fity to a Man’s Friends, Relations, and, as Milton has it, all the 
Charities of Father, Son and Brother; and whiie it is the Source 
of Generofity, and an extenfive Power of diftributing Benefits 
to Mankind, it is, without any Manner of Doubt, a jult Principle 
of Aétion; and though felf-love is the Pebble which ftirs the 
Lake, the Circles, which it occafions, will always be pleafing 
and beautiful to the moral Senfe. 

Burt the Misfortune is, this Affection of the Soul generally 
degenerates into Meannefs, and has a fatal Tendency to ruin 
the Underftanding, and to corrupt the Heart. The intellectual 
Soil muft not lie fallow for any long Time together, and itis by 
i*reedom of Converfe, and an habitual Intercourfe with the en- 
lightened Part of the World, that a mental Vigour is to be 
acquired; and when the Imagination is conftantly attached to 
a particular Set of Ideas, it becomes narrow by infenfible De- 
erees, and for Want of that gencral Survey of the diiferent 
Chyects, which are continually paffing on the Scene of Life, it 
is confined to a fmail Compafs, and never ventures to make the 
Jeaft Fixcurfion further. From this clofe Habit of Thinking, 
the Heart, too frequently, contracts a lazy Apathy, and grows 
entifely callous to all Manner of Senfation. Our Paffions are 
involuntary, and are nothing elle than the Impreffions which 
external Objects ulually make upon the human Imagination, 
from the Operations of which we feel thofe fundry E.motions, 
which are Incitements to fpur us on from Vheory to Practice, 
and which difclofe themielves ia our Actions, and are thence 
known to belong to the amiable Train of Benevolence, or to be of 
the hateful Family of Se/f/bne/s and J/l-nature. Vn Proportion 
therefore as the Ideas which pafs in the Mind are Scanty, the 
Affections, wkich agitate the Heart, will be fewer and both muit 
at laft ruft to a Point, and fix in a State of unfeeling Indolence. 

A Love of Money, is at once the Source of thole Deeds, 
which earry with them a fplendid Appearance, and thofe alfo 
which are at firft Sight, mean and contemptible. This Paffion 
has made many a Writer of Eminence, and many Scriblers in a 
Garret ; it has animated the General at the Head of an Army, and 
the Clipper of Coin in his Twilight Room; it has for many Ages 
thundered in the Senate, wrangled at the Bar, and lulled from the 
Pulpit. To this it is owing that the Merchant boldly traverfe 
the Globe, trufting to all the Dangers of the turbulent Klement, 
and that Buckhor/? will receive as many fevere Strokes of a Cane 
as you pleale, for Six-pence a piece. 

Tue Art generally practited by People, who are defirous either 
to amafs an over-grown fortune, or to glean upa Livelihood, 
without the Talents to recommend themfelves by ftriking out fome 
new Dilcovery , or cultivating fome advantageous Branch of 
Trade and Commerce, is to impoie upon the Credulity of Man- 
kind; and by obtruding falle delufive Circumftances to excite their 
Curiofity, raife their Admiration, fll them withAftonifhment, and 
thus gull them to comply with their Artifices of Fraud and 
Impofition. This Metropolis has never wanted a fufficient Num- 
ber of thefe Projectors, and, at prefent, I believe ] may affirm, 
that it abounds with Cheats and Impoftors, in every Station, in 
every -irt and Science, and in every Circumftance of Life. The 
folemn Phyfician, the fpecious Lawyer, the wordy Critic, and 
the bombatt Poet, are found in all Quarters of the Town; and 
tho they all mutt be allowed tobe very notable Matters of Deccit, 
{ have lately made a Difcovery of a perfonage, who greatly ex- 
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cels them all in their own Trade of Delufion and Elypocrity. 
The Scheme of diftributing Hand-bills, importing that in /¢y- 
Lane, Magpye- Alley, or any ‘other r Quarter of the Town, Livern 
a regular Phyfician, who has {pent many Years abroad, traveiicd 
all over Mefopetamia, and is returned home north about to prac- 
tife his Proteffion for the Benefit of his Countryimen is now en- 
tirely out of Vogue, and the Cheat is laughed at by all Degrees 
and Ranks of People. It is true, there are many other Plans 
on foot at prefent, which are icm:what more plaufible than 
that which I have now touched upon ; but among them al!, I 
do not remember any Plan fo well rile ted to elevate ant 
furprize, to keep up a Stare, as anew one which came into my 
Hands the other Day, as I was walking down Ludzate-bil. A 
tall meagre Man, with great Solemnity of Afpect, “and ftrong 
Expreffions of Areument j in his Countenance, pretented to me 
the following Billet, which many of my Read: ers can bear me 
Vitnefs is tranfcribed faithfully and exaétly. 


Mrs. SE‘R MON 

“ Is removed from Whitcher/e-yard, Eaft-Smithfield, to the Sign 
“© of the Blue Ball, in Naked Bey Court, Ludgate-Hill ; you. may 
‘¢ turn in by the Salmon with a Drop in bis Mouth, the fecon d 
Houfe in the Court. 

*¢ Who refoives all Queftions in Aftrology, whether by Sea, 
or Land. She likewife gives gratis to poor People, a Draught 
‘¢ fcr the Stomach, the Powder for the Tooth- my ‘od an Kye- 
“s Water. 

N. B. Cures the Acue at the Second Cup gratis, 


T wave heard that the prefent celebrated Dr. Woodward cures 
the Rupture, for any Perfon whatever, by wearing his own Ban- 
dages, which indeed hath frequently been Matter of Aftonith- 
ment to me in my Hours of Keflection; but Imuft declare, in 
favour of Mrs. Sermen, that I think fhe performs creater Won- 
ders than any of them, and that her Undertaking 1s more likely 
¢odo Honour to our Country, than that of any other Schemift now 
in being. Sure I am that fhe cannot fail of due I¢ncourage- 
ment, as her Bill ftrikes very forcibly at the Paffions of Man- 
kind. The Circumftance of her living in Neked Boy Court is 
well inferted to raife Curiofity, and the Convenience of turning: in 
by the Saluonu with a Drop in his Mouth will prove inviting, efpe- 
cially as every one will be defirous of feeing that curious Ani- 
mal. How fhe contrives to anfwer Queftions in Afrolcgy is <a 
yond my Comprehenfion, but if well pe rformed, muft be highly 
ufetul to his Majefty’s Subjects. She does it alfo by Sea as well 
as Land, which is greatly advantageous to a trading Naticn , 
and then her Spirit of Benevolence muft tend greatly to es- 
dear her to ever generous and humane Mind. 

Tue Draught fer the Stomach, the Powder for the Toeth-ach, 
and the Eye-Water, given grctis,are ftrong Indications of a public 
=pitit, and a Temper above all mercenary Views. Add to this 
that fhe cures the Ague at the fecond Cup for nothing; what kind 
of Cup it is, IT can’t “take upon me to fay; thus far T w i hazard 
ny Juder ent, that fhe really deferves a Cup of Theuks. Upon 
the whole Mrs Sermon is in my Kye a very cetera ry Perlo- 
nage; and were I to decide the Pook nce between her and all the 


cé 
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Empyrics, Projectors, Fuftian-Poets, Difcoverers of the Lon- 
gitude, Sc. of the prefent Age, I ere not nee to pro- 
nounce Mrs Sermcen the moft notable among ft them all, 
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TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


From my own Apartment, Nov. 24, 1753- 


Y Rambles, through the feveral Quarters of this Metropolis, have 

been as frequent as ever, and many Incidents of an extraordinary Na- 

ture have fallen under my Obfervation in all Parts. I fha'l not however 

give any Narrative of my Proceedings at prefent, having been lately at a ce- 

lebrated Socicty, where a Queflion of fuch Moment was difcuffzd, that I 

think a Perufal of the whole Debate, exactly as it was managed, will not 
be unentertain.ng to my Readers. 


Robin- Hood Socicty, Nov. 19. 

This Place continues to be the Seat of Learning, ae, Politencfs, ruth, 
and fuund Judgment. ‘The Logiciars attend the Difputaions with great 
Punétualit., and their Refearches a'ter Truth are always carried on with 
great Perfpicuity and Difecrnment. ‘The Gentlemen of the Academy have 
nothing fo much at Heart, as the Advancement of real Knowledge; and 
with this View, their Speculations are not confincd to any one Branch, but 
they extend to the whole Circle of Arts and Sciences; and, as nothing is 
more becoming the Dignity of rational Agents, than following the Sug- 
geitions of their own private Judgment, the noble Syftem of Free-thinking 
is here difplayed in its genuine Luftre. 

About Six o’Cl ck this Evening the Students met, and fpent their Time 
ti'l Seven in various Moods of Contemplation, fome being faft afleep, none 
awake, fome with their Eyes half fhut, fome with their Eyes half-open, fome 
whilHling, fomie biting their Nails, and others making fuch vigorous Appli- 
cation to the Mugs of Porter, and drawing from thence fuch ecpious 
Draughts that it might be well imagined, the Stuents fuppofed Truth to be 
in the Bottom. At Length the Arrival of the Prefident gave Signal of the 
approaching Conteft. With great Serenity and Compoture he feated him- 
fel: in his Chair, and after having fpent fome Time in mental Prayer, he 
arofe with a Gravity mixed witha Degree of Cheerfulnefs, and fmilec to his 
Acquaintance. ‘T’hen witha clear and firm Voice be .an, ** Silence Gen- 
tl men! .-- Pray, Gentlemen, be filent ___ here are two Quettions left, 
Geuthemen, which I will read to you for your Approbation, 


Whether Quartern Leaves ave not much better than French Bread ? 
Signed An ANTIGALLICAN. 


You that are for its being a Queftion hold up your Hands (hands up). You 
that are againft it hold up yours, (hands up). The Majority is for it. 


The other Queftion is, Whether Religion is confiftent with the Genius 
of a trading Nation? Signed MonEy-TR ap. 


You that are for its being a Queftion hold up your Han.'s (all). Gentle- 
men it muft be a Queftion. 


1f?, Member. ’Sdeath Sir, what do you throw down the Porter for. 
2d Moamber. An Accident ! 


iff. Member. An Accident! I have it allin my Shoes. 

Prefident. Pray Gentlemen be filent --- Pray Gentlemen don’t laugh --- 
Gentlemen, let us behave a little better --- Are all the Gentlemen accom- 
modated ? --- Gendemen the firft Queftion on the Book is, 


Whether Italian Operas may be faid to bea rational Entertainment for an 
Englith Audrence ? It is figued GeorGe Manty. 

Is Mr. Manly here? if he is I wifh he would anfwer. 

Minly. Sir, the Queftion is of my propofing ; and my Reafon for defi- 
ring a Uifcuffion of it, is, becaufe we have at this Time the Dramatic 
Entertainments of Shake/pear, Otway, and other eminent Writers in fuch 
Perfection, that I fhould be glad to know what Occafion there is 
to fend to /ta/y for an Opera, when our own Diverfions are much cheaper, 
and I will venture to fay a great deal better. 


Prefi- 
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Prefident. Does any Gentlemen on this Rowchufe to {peak ? --- Do 
you chufe it, Sir? 

Mr. Tinfel. For my Part lam of Opinion, as to this Queftion, that it 
is, look ye, indecent and impolite. Itis, Sir, throwing a Cenfure upon 
People of Fafhion ; and People of Fafhion fhould have fafhionable Diver- 
hace, and fafhionable Divertions are expenfive, and Expence is the Orna- 
ment of a Nation. Mr, Prefident that is not all; the Opera is the only 
Place where a Gentleman can fhew his Cloaths to advantage, without 
foiling them, for really at the Play-houfe, when an Aor has a mind to 
sratify his Vanity with a full Houfe, they fend fo many Orders, I think 
they call them, to People of mechanic ‘Trades, and the lower Clafs of 
People, that one is really hedged in between Breeches-Makers, and Barbers, 
and Pawnbrokers, and their fat Wives; that what with their Greafe, and 
the Noife they make in crying Bravo at every Start and Stare, that I protett--- 

Prefident, ‘Vime, Sir 

Tinfel. One is really a!moft fatigued to Death. 

Prefident. Pray, Sir, be obfervant of the Rules -- Time, Sir, -- Does any 
Genilemen there chufe to {peak on this Row? Mr. Englifh itis with you. 

Englify, Pead the Queftion, Sir, --- (Queftion read) I am of Opinion, 
Sir, that Stalin Oper: ‘sare an improper Entertainment for Engii/hmcn. 
Te has been, Sir, well obferved by a witty Writer, that for ought we know 
the‘e People at the Opera are finging high Mafs; and, Sir, unle/s we are 
jealous of our Libertic s, they will foon fade away ; | am always jealous 
of hearing an unknown Tongue, which I look upon to be quite uncontti- 
tutional. hey may be delivering Sentiments of Slavery and arbitrary 
Power; they may be infinuating the Luxuries of their effeminate Country. 
It has already been objected, that many Corruptions have been derived to 
us from thefe Diveriions; and,as to the Gentlemen’s Cloaths, I am not 
his l'aylor, and thereiore | have no Uneafinefs on chat Score. 

Prefident. ‘Vime, Sir Does any Gentleman here chufe to fpeak ? 
Pray, Gentlemen, be filent Do you chufle to fpemt, Sir? 

Mr, Sly. Mr. Prefident, [ muft declare againft the Ufe of fuch Abomi- 
nations, and fuch heterodox Entertainments. It js profane, Mr. Pretident, 
and only fit for the Ungodly. The Fleth is apt to rebel againit the Spirit 
too ‘tach of itfelf, without fuch wicked Incitements, and fo I conclude 
that I think them Inet, abominable, wicked, and prophane, and they be 
all of the prophane that do go to them. 

Mr. Luteftring. Mr. Prefident, though I am not for the Importation of 
foreign Luxuries, becaufe I take it, that the Balance of Trade is greatly 
againft any Nation that goes that way to work ; yet I moft own, that 
am for encouraging Operas. I think it fafer for an honcft Man to fend 
his Wife and Daughter to an Opera, thanto the Play houfe, for this Rea- 
fon; Sir, becaufe the Women are apt to take a Fancy to the | Jayeis. 
‘They count them handfome Men; I was the other Day at a Rout in 
Catcaton-Street, and there was nothirg elfe talked of ; is not Mr. Such-a-one 
a fine Man, fays one, ** O, yes, Ma'am, fays another, and hes not Mr. 
What do-ye-call him a fine Figure. Oh! I am delighted with him cries a third. 
In this Manner Mr Prefident they go on, fo that I think it fafer for Women 
to goto Operas, bec: ule they will hard ily fallin love with any Man there, 
and P Players like the Chairmen in this T’own, are moft of them /rz/). 

Mr. Ma jiummery. Be plafed'to read the Queftion (Quefiion read) As ty 
Operas, Mr. Prefident, I never was but at two, in my bor: 1 Days, and the firit 
of them, I liked it as if Heaven and Earth was coming together ; but at the 
fecond, | no more cared for it, no, no more nor an Oyiter is like an Igg tell. 
As to what that Gentleman there faid about the Pi: ayers, I believe none ci 
them are cut out for Singers, though fome of them fing a ao0d Speg/hee ¢- 
nouzh. For my own Share on’t | had rather hear Eliin-a-reen than all thei 
Quivers, and Carelun was a better Compofer than any /tal’an of them all ; 
that’s afure Thing. As to their not being able to cuckold an Al “edna the 
Gentleman may have ome Jitile Rafons of his own for being afraid 5 but for 
my Part [ can’t help laughing when I think on chofe Singers, and | wonder at 
their Impudence to look a Woman in the face. 
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Prefident. ‘Time Sir. 

Mr. Macflummery. What is it? 

Prefident. Time Sir. 

Macflummery. Time ? What would you have one fpeak in Time like 
thofe fhe-Fellows of Singers there ? 

Prefident. Pray Gentlemen don’t laugh---pray be filent, Gentlemen---your 
five Minutes is out Sir, 

Macflummery. 1s that all? Give me that Porter there---here’s my Service 
to you, and I'l] tack a Sentiment to it---Here’s all honeft Hearts and found 
Bottoms. 

Prefident. Pray, Gentlemen, don’t laugh ; do be filent, Gentlamen-- -does a- 
ny Gentleman there chufe to {peak ?---Mr. AZacpherfonits with you? 

Mr, Macpherfon. 1 do not know whether the Gentleman’s rafoning be 
reet, about Mr. Carolun, but this I cun fay, that one of Ram/ay’s Compofitions 
fet by the Philarmonic Society at Dumferl:n would make muckle Entertain- 
inent, and by fare exceed the fqueaking of thofe Eunuchs, who are, in my 
Opinion, a Difgrace to Society. I remember Mafter Deenis, in his Book, 
has many Ideas on this Subject, deleevered with muckle Oratory ; and I 
would rather, at any Time, fee the Exhebeetion of the Dramatic Piece of the 
Scotch Ballad, given in the Haymarket, two Years elapfed fince, than have a 
Dozen Operas exhebeeted for nothing. 

Prefident. Time, Sir. 

(Mr. Macpherfon fits down, and {peaks the Highland Language, which Mr. 
Macflummery an/wers in Irifh. 

Prefident. Pray, Gentlemen, be filent. Gentlemen, as to my Opinion on this 
Subject, I has but little to offer, and I hope that the Propofer of the Queftion 
will give us fome Arguments againft the Operas, which will militate ftronger, 
than thofe which has been already offered, With regard to their finging high 
Mafs, 1 owns that there is Witin it, but I believes that the Gentry, that fre- 
cuents them, is too well affected to our prefent Eftablifhment, to think of ad- 
mitting fuch Exhibitions, as is inconfiftent with the Laws of this Land. Mr. 
Manly itis now with you Sir. 

Mr. Manly .Sir, 1 am againft Operas, for this capital Reafon ; viz. becaufe 
moft of them are compofed by People ignorant of the firft Principle of Com- 
pofition, which is Counterpoint, or the Art of placing different Notes, founding 
together in true harmonic Order. Mufic, Sir, confifts of Melody and Har- 
mony. Melody is the regular Progreffion of a fingle Part ; and Harmony, of 
different Parts united. Now the Melody of all the Songs in our late Jtalian 
Operas is extravagant and unnatural, confequently unpleafing and fitter for 
inftruments than Voices. Their Singers are conftantly endeavouring to fur- 
prize, by which means, their Songs are all Quirks and Divifions, and the Per- 
formers are fometimes fqueaking like Cats at the Top of a Houfe, and 
fometimes growling like Dogs in a Cellar. The Energy of the Words is to- 
tally neglected, and the Paffion entirely loft; and therefore I cannot help 
wondering, that, while we have Handel, Arne, and Boyce, the Englifh will 
lavifh fums Sums upon a falfe and depraved Tafte, merely to be thought 
Judges of what they do not underftand. I fhall finifh, Sir, with afferting, 
that an elegant Drama, by a good Author, and the Mufic compofed by ei- 
ther of the Mafters mentioned already, might be an high and rational Enter- 
tainment ; it would certainly fave an immenfe Sum to the Nation, and 
would excite new Genius’s to ftudy, and excel all other Nations, in manly, 
fenfible Compofitions, where the Sound would be an Echo to the Senfe, and 
the Paffions would be agitated by the joint Power of Poetry and Harmony. 

Prefident. Gentlemen, it is now late, and fo I wifh you all a Good-night. 

Adjourned to Monday the 26th Jn/?. 
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